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Planning and Zoning:   8/2/2021  Staff Contact: Emily Draughon, Planner II 

Agenda Item:   2021-0805  E-mail:   emilyd@pflugervilletx.gov  

Case No. ARB2107-01  Phone:   512-990-6300 

  

  

SUBJECT:     Discuss and consider an application for a Sign Waiver Request to increase the maximum 
allowable sign size for a commercial development located inside the Downtown District 
Overlay for the Prost Alehouse (ARB2107-01). 

  

 

PURPOSE OF SIGN VARIANCE: 
Pursuant to Chapter 154.800 of the Pflugerville Code of Ordinances Title XV, the Planning and Zoning 
Commission may consider proposed variances to the development standards and requirements within 
Chapter 154: Signs. Consideration of variances to Chapter 154, allow for deviations from the sign 
requirements to achieve more flexibility of the site, while still adhering to the intent of the sign 
requirements found in Chapter 154. After making its determination, the variance application may be 
appealed to the City Council by filing a request for an appeal within thirty (30) days after the date of 
consideration by the Planning and Zoning Commission. 
 
The Planning and Zoning Commission may consider the proposed variance request based on the specific 
criteria outlined in Chapter 154.800. A determination as to approval may be made upon 
demonstration that at least four (4) of the following five (5) criteria are met: 

1. The literal enforcement of the sign regulations creates an Unnecessary Hardship on the applicant. 
2. The proposed sign shall not have a substantial adverse impact on the adjacent property (visibility, 

size, and the like). 
3. The proposed sign shall be of a unique design or configuration. 
4. The variance is needed due to restricted area, shape, topography, or physical features that are 

unique to the property or structure on which the proposed sign would be erected; or 
5. The variance will substantially improve the public convenience and welfare and is not contrary to 

the intent of this chapter. 
 
In making determinations, the Building Official, Planning and Zoning Commission, and City Council shall 
consider the following criteria as well: 

1. Special or unique hardship because of the size or shape of the property on which the sign is to be 
located, or the visibility of the property from public roads. 

2. Hardship claim based on the exceptional topographic conditions or physical features uniquely 
affecting the property on which a sign is to be located. 

3. Proposed sign location, configuration, design, materials, and colors are harmonious with the 
surrounding area. 
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4. Natural colors (earth tones) and muted colors are favored. Color schemes must be compatible 
with the surrounding structures. Predominate use of bold and/or bright colors is discouraged 
under this section. 

5. The sign and its supporting structure are in architectural harmony with the surrounding 
structures. 

6. Mitigation measures related to the sign in question or other signs on the same premises. 
7. The existence of Nonconforming Signs or Prohibited Sign Types are located onsite. 
8. Demonstrated and documented correlation between the variance and protecting the public 

health, safety, and welfare. 
9. The stage at which the variance is requested. The city will be more inclined to consider a variance 

request when it is sought during an earlier stage of the construction approval process, for instance 
when the applicant is submitting/obtaining a plat, planned unit development, development 
agreement, or site plan. 

10. Whether the sign could have been included in a Master Signage Plan. The city will be more inclined 
to favorably consider a variance request when the variance is part of a master signage plan. There 
will be a presumption against granting variances piecemeal, ad hoc, on a case-by-case basis when 
the sign for which a variance is sought could have been included in a Master Signage Plan and 
considered during a comprehensive review of the entire project's signage. 

11. The Building Official may authorize the remodeling, renovation, or alteration of a sign when some 
nonconforming aspect of the sign is thereby reduced. 

 
In granting a sign variance, the Planning and Zoning Commission or City Council may impose conditions 
upon the proposed use. 
 

LOCATION:  
The subject property is locally 
addressed 115 E Main Street and is 
located along the south side of E 
Main St, generally west of the N. 
Railroad Ave and E. Main St 
intersection, in the Downtown 
District Overlay (formerly known as 
the Central Business District), 
inside the Downtown Core 
Subdistrict. The property is located 
between Freedom Machine Tattoo 
and Irelands Kingdom Preschool. 

 
BACKGROUND:  
The building is one of the original 
structures constructed in 
Downtown Pflugerville in 1907. A 
Specific Use Permit (SUP) was approved for the Prost Alehouse on July 14th, 2020. The SUP allows the 
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brewpub to operate in the Downtown District, the brewpub is anticipated to serve a variety of drinks, 
including exclusive craft brews created in-house, no preparation of food is anticipated at this time. The 
applicant has been renovating the interior of the building since the approval of the SUP. 

 
ZONING: 
The property is zoned General Business 1 (GB1) and is also within the Downtown District Overlay (DD).  

CODE REQUIREMENT: 

Pursuant to Table C2, Chapter 154.305(B) the maximum number of square footage of a sign located in the 

Downtown Core Subdistrict is 16 square feet. 

 
VARIANCE REQUEST: 
The applicant is proposing three different signs of varying types: Two neon signs, one on the front 
façade and one on the rear, and a suspended sign located on the front of the building that will be visible 
as patrons walk or drive east and west along Main Street (see images below).  
 
The applicant is requesting a variance to the following sections of the Sign Code: 

 Maximum number of total sign area in square feet for commercial signs from 16sf to 90sf 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 Example of Rear sign meeting requirement Rear sign applicant request 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends approval of the wall sign measuring 13.3sf, to be located in the front of the building, 

the wall sign measuring 55.75sf, to be located on the rear of the building, and a hanging sign not to exceed 

16sf, to be located on the front of the building, finding that the request meets the following findings:   

 

(2) The proposed sign shall not have a substantial adverse impact on the adjacent 

property(visibility, size and the like); (Meets this provision with the reduced projecting sign size)  

(3) The proposed sign shall be of a unique design or configuration; (Meets this provision) 

(4) The variance is needed due to restricted area, shape, topography, or physical features that are 

unique to the property or structure on which the proposed sign would be erected; (Meets this 

provision) or 

(5) The variance will substantially improve the public convenience and welfare and is not contrary 
to the intent of this chapter.  (Meets this provision) 

 

Request also meets the following additional considerations: 
1. Proposed sign location, configuration, design, materials, and colors are harmonious with the 

surrounding area. (Meets this provision) 
2. Natural colors (earth tones) and muted colors are favored. Color schemes must be compatible with 

the surrounding structures. Predominate use of bold and/or bright colors is discouraged under this 
section. (Meets this provision) 

3. The sign and its supporting structure are in architectural harmony with the surrounding structures. 
(Meets this provision) 

Front neon sign request Front suspended sign request 
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4. The stage at which the variance is requested. The city will be more inclined to consider a variance 
request when it is sought during an earlier stage of the construction approval process, for instance 
when the applicant is submitting/obtaining a plat, planned unit development, development 
agreement, or site plan. (Meets this provision) 

5. Whether the sign could have been included in a Master Signage Plan. The city will be more inclined 
to favorably consider a variance request when the variance is part of a master signage plan. There 
will be a presumption against granting variances piecemeal, ad hoc, on a case-by-case basis when 
the sign for which a variance is sought could have been included in a Master Signage Plan and 
considered during a comprehensive review of the entire project's signage.  (Meets this provision) 

 

The size and location of the signs allows for the appropriate notice of the business, promotes economic 

development in downtown and accommodates an existing two-story structure that is bounded by a street 

and an alley.  Staff’s recommendation regarding the hanging sign (projecting sign) is a reduction of the 

applicant’s request by 20sf.  Staff recommends a smaller hanging/projecting sign as to reduce the impact 

on visibility from the users of the 2nd floor of the subject site as well as the adjacent site.  Staff therefore 

recommends approval of the request with the reduction to the hanging/projecting sign. 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 
▪ Location Map 

▪ Sign Waiver Applicant Request 
▪ Additional Exhibits of Sign Request 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LOCATION MAP: 
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APPLICANT LETTER: 
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ADDITIONAL EXHIBITS: 
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